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Recent media coverage of world events has painted an inaccurate
of Muslims and the Islamic faith, WWe must remember that
diversity is one of the of modern Australia = differences
between ciltures must be and = not feared, True
understanding can only be achieved through and friendship.
The Council has been working to address these inaccuracies with the
Muﬁwmwﬂﬂ-mhwmﬂmh
is the n ility of every Australian Muslim to do the same. In
order to do this, we must be proud of our religious heritage and
have made throughout history and currendly make to the Australian

MUSLEM COMNTRIBUITIONS TO WORLD CIVILISATIOMNS

* Muhamensd Bn Mus ivented the pero and decimal point and his work

in trigonametry was Europe's main texthook on the subject until the 1th

Century

= ‘In Decling and fall of the Roman Empere’. Gibbons aorbuwes the orign

of Chemmnitry to the Muslme

* Chmar Khoyyam  invented |:|;|;|r1|:|ad:-;rul- peometric  snd Ilzlﬂhrlil:

LA

* Kamialuddin was the first 0o uae phyihes 1o esplain the peness of primary

and secondary rainbows

* Chadli A Bakr developed the theary of relatviy in the Exghth Century.

* Mudim sciontisty esablivhed im the ninth century that the world was
ifear dinner in Ramadan for members of reind and under the Caliphaes of Mamun, the firet map of the globe was
Australian Muskim community, The relationthip =
foswered over the years has beon a -

tve one and we would lke to than
elstra for it engoing support of the Australian

Muslim commamicy,

sgion and merc

reach the highest level of purrrr. peace and
ranguilicy. Let us embrace these Imporont
religious values by continuing to do what is good
and forbid what is evil.

May this blessed month bring you and your
family lowe, poace and prospericy. c Cultursl 5
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MUSLIMS IN AUSTRALIAN HISTORY
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ISLAMIC TOUR

On Thursday 25th September, the Coundil invited 25
members of the Chain Reaction Foundation on a tour
of Australia’s Muslim community. The aim of the tour

was to give non-Muslims an understanding of |slam's
contribution to the Australian mosaic.

inning at 2am; the tour visited the Gallipoli M e
;thﬂﬂuhu!n The Al Zahra Coll in Ap.r;dﬁen:;{!he
United Muslim Waomen's Association, The Risalah
College in Lakemba, and the Islamic Council of MSYW.

Guests included Senator Andrew Bardett, Leader of
the ALHLt:Imlinn N I"r:‘ilm Hﬂfﬁ;ﬂrﬂ?&rﬂd Herne,
Sydn niversity; Ms Margaret Bell, ginreac-
i %undnthm Helen ﬁr‘t&l. Guides MSW., Bill
Lawton, Mission Australia: Geoff Prenter, [MNG: Peter
Roclk, Centrelink; and Dina Yolaric, Compass ABC TV.

The reaction to the tour was positive. All guests
commented that they had not fully realised the
significant contribution that Muslim Australans have
made to the community. Most commentad that the
tour was a informative way of undersmnding
Australian Muslims and the Islamic faith.

The Council is planning future tours. Those interested
in attending can contact the ICMSWY directly Maore
information about the Chain Reaction Foundation can
be found at www.chainreaction.org.au.

| Fartloth and . of thee Chasn Reactic
Foundation at ldkmic Counoll Lunch

§ * i
MMembars of the Thain Reaction Foundatson & |slamec Council
mambers at Lunch

YOICE OF ISLAM RADIO STATION

The KCM5W madic station an 35 a service for the
M5V Muslim community in 1996, Today, the Voice of
lslam radio station (AM 1620) is being streamed live
via the Internet e wehsite address s www
5 ishmicradiccom. The Council hopes the
u}:m enj e and welcomes listener feeF:ha::k -
either by email or phone.

The Councl would like to thank Telstra for their
financial assismnce and technical support allowing
those Australan Muslims who do not have radio
reception to be able to listen to the Yoice of [slam via
the Internet.

WORK FOR THE DOLE PROGRAM

As part of its m to help long-term unem

Muslims, the Council has initiated the Make-it-VWork
ject. The project arranges for participants in the

Ee“;ler:l Governments “Work for the Dole” p

to be involved in the activities and services of willing

organizations in the community. far ten Muslim

organizations and schools are involved in the project

and this is expected to increase.

For more information about the ICMNSW's program or
to become a participating organization, please contact
gﬁfsn;;fnny Employment Project Officer on (02)

ALLUIRWL SUFNMIG LUUS

Beoween the 24ch-28th Auguse, the NSW Gowvernment
hosted a Summit on Alcohol Abuse in MSW Over 150
represencatives from industry, Government and the general

community artended [ncluding & represencative from the
I1'.':I"--I5'|||'||".Ill:"r b

In a passionace speech to  del the [CHWSW

neative presented the historical contexe of alcohel

and what it meant to Muslims in Auseralia. In lslamic

terminolagy, alcohal or incoxicants are referred o as khamr

or ‘o cover up’. In contexe, this means ‘o clowd the

to ' For this reasan, the followers of lslam
M|nﬁﬁ its use for over |400 years.

The dangers of aleahal are evident In 1997 there were
3500 alcehol related deachs In Ausrralia. In 1998, 60 percent
of Australians 20-24 nrﬂ’!r!dd?ﬁm i:rlmd?i alcohol
related personal abusa. e die on our
rnld:ﬁ'nF:nrnuuhmalmh r_’:r'llr m:i 7700 mare
are seriously injured. This equares to an annual cose to the
community of over $1.34bn.

The ICNSW re left d with the rful

that It [s coal and sadall .:!FH MO P::-fnk.
The Eunnﬂ received very poli:lu from other
delegates.

The Summit then broke up Into ten working groups of 15
members. These working groups were tasked with
developing recommendations on key topic areas. The
ICMSWY represenmative was invalved in the ant-socil
behaviour and alcohol-related crime chaired by Palice
Commissioner, Ken Moroney. One of the 50 recommenda-
tions put forward by the group related to the respansibilicy
of all In supplyin a]:r_lnh L= Intnﬂmﬂdsw friends. This Ihs
since been as |egistation in L e & now I o
provide ﬁ'lrllr:sr:n inm:lgdted friends. -

The major outcome of the Summic was the apporounicy for
community groups to engage in dialog on the [ssue. For it (s
through dialog that solutdons present themsehves.

We must all remember that alcohol s the prime ingredient
In numercus cases of domesdc viclence, crime and road
famlides in Australia. Raising prices or imposing mxes do not
address the true problem - drinker behaviour. Awareness of

the dangers and a changed perception is needed.

ISMAF

In March 2003, the Acting Race Discrimination
Commissioner, Dr Bill jonas, launched lsmag , a project
aimed at eliminating prejudice against Arab and E‘Iuslim
Australians. Meaning Tlisten® in Arabic, the title of the
project reflects its main goal, which is to listen to Arab
and Muslim Australians’ experiences of prejudice and
discrimination.

Orwer the last 6§ months, the Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission (HREOC) has been consult-
ing with members of Arab and Muslim communities
across Australia to find out more about the nature and
extent of the judice and discrimination they
experience. To date, HREOC has participated in some
58 consulations in all Smtes and Territories. A
summary of the consulmations and associated research

will be published in March 2004.
On June 10, the Islamic Council of N5W hosted an

lsmaz consulmtion. The meeting was chaired by Ali
Roude and attended by |6 invited participamts and
HREOC representatives, including Dr jonas. Partici-
nts described the kinds of discrimination Australian
uslims have been experiencing and engaged in lively
discussion about future strategies to overcome
prejudice and discrimination. A complete summary of
this meeting (and other lsmag consulmtions) can be
found on the website ac
www. humanrights. govai.

-
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Hr'h'lj'Hl'.llErlumtlA.l.l Roude with with an award of
apprecianon on of police commissicner Mick Keslry
forr training provided to the Australlan Federal Police

CROSS CULTURAL TRAIMING SESSIQNS
The Council has been actively involved in designing
and delivering information and training sessions
designed to raise awareness of lslam and the Muslim
culture among non-Muslims. These sessions have
fsne a long way to promoting undersmnding and
rmony through the dissemination of facts, interac-
tion and dialog.

In the past |2 months, over 200 sessions have been
run by the |ICMNSW for community organiztions, the

ublic and private sectors. ese  groups  have
ncluded 5t George Hospital, the Maura Fay Group,
Centrelink, Menai High School, rah High School

and the Australian Federal Police. The Council will be
conducting training in the future with senior business

managers at Telstra Corporation.

To become involved in the training or to make a
booking please contact the KCMSYY

Justice [ohn Doud of the MEYW Supremse Court and Al
Foude at the Annua| judges Conference where a presentation
milmbrrmunhthuufﬂ-ﬂ'lg\"o‘

YOUTH PARTMNERSHIP YWiTH ARABIC
SPEAKIMNG COMMUNITIES

In july 2001, the Premier of M5V, the Hon Bob Carr,
announced the Youth Partnership with Arabic

el b :';}""”"i”“pa;ﬂ’ SiE oo 1A il s
ing ng e r $3.4 million
been appl'nvecrﬁﬂ-le M5W Government to fund this
pragram.

The parmership has develo a comprehensive
paclage of pr'n-,lF:'Imu. aimed ﬁmmin‘ education
oUutComes, parent support, and participation in sport

and recreation as well as community relations.

The Islamic Council of NSV is heavily involved in the
program. In particular, the Council has been involved
in the Education and Parent Support reference
groups providing valuable advice on community
needs and strategies for working with the community.
Last year, the Council hosted a major community
forum where the Partnership reported to the
community about its work with young people.

Less than two years since its announcement, the

Youth Partnership with Arabic ing communities

was recognised as a model of good practice with a

Id award in the Social |ustice category of the NSWW
ier's Public Sector Awards.

The Premier made mention of the level of Muslim

uth and community involvement as a key reason
r the success of the program.



ISLAMIC SCRIPTURE PROGRAM

Since its establishment, the KNSYW has been
involved in the development and coordination of an
Islamic religious education program for students at
MEW public schools.

The program invohes |60 teachers who provide one
class a week for an estimated 15,000 Muslim
students. The Council supports the program thro
travel expenses for mﬁn. printing of :hlldr:ngl’;
books, hosting an award ceremony for outstanding
volunteer teachers. The Program is currently under
review to ensure efective administraden and
resources, klamic curriculum and teacher training
development are addressed,

For more information about the rw or to
become involved please contact the IC on (02)
9741 5752,

LEADERSHIP TRAIMING & PRESENTATIOMN

SEILLS

The ICNSW rec ran lts first leadership training
and presentation skills course for |8 young people
(20 years +).

During the free two-day session each trainec

received personal coaching, &Lﬁ:‘t and training
from Was

dﬂh:ﬂdmiwmnmﬂdnm:nddr?ﬂqraf
exprassion of each person. The Council expects the
training course to become a regular event.

For those interested in enrolling please conmct the
ICMEWY,

ISLAMIC CALEMNDAR

(October 2003 - February 2004)

+ First Day of Ramadan Monday 27 October
2003

« NMuzul Qura’'n Wednesday |12 November
2003 {Lailat ul Qadr)

« Eid ul Fitr Tuesday 25 November 2003

« Eid ul Adha Sunday | February 2004

lamie Councll tour viiit to Al Zahea Collage

n you
"l'r""\.l'—" 3

1u.'..-|’“ ol '._Ill skats iy TR _-_:
el bl .

I! you :puk A ‘other than the nine
hwwhmp call Telstraon 13 14
50 to arrange to speak to an interpreter.

Multicultural Service Centre

FREECALL™ MNumber® Operating Timesf
Arabic 1800 726 001 Mon - Fri 9am - S5pm
Cantonese |800 677 0OB Mon - Fri 9am - 9pm
Groeek 1800 (89 129 Mon - Fri %am - S5pm
Indonesian |800 429 432 Maon - Fri 9am - S5pm
Imalian 1800 649 013 Mon - Fri 9am - S5pm
Korean 1800 773 421 Mon - Fri %am - S5pm
Mandarin 1800 678 876 Mon - Fri 9am - 9pm
Spanish 1800 726 002 Mon - Fri %am - Spm
Vietnamese |B00 644 500 Maon - Fri 9am - 9pm

= Translating and mterpretng service provided by the
Department of Immigration and Multicultural and
Indypenous Afair

* A free call from ficed phones and Telhitra operated pay
phonios

# Eastern Standard Time

™ Trademark of Telstra Corporation Limited ABM 33
051 775 556

nelstra

Proudly supported by Telstra



