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Laws: On Friday I was a bit critical of the organizers of a Muslim security summit which was held yesterday, to say the least it was a bit insensitive to have it on September 11, but anyway they did it. There were a number of Muslim community leaders who spoke yesterday and many saw it as an opportunity to have a go at the government over the proposed anti terror legislation. I’m joined on the line now by Mr. Ali Roude from the New South Wales Islamic Council.

Laws: Mr. Roude, Good morning.

Roude: Good morning to you John.

Laws: We talked to each other before didn’t we?

Roude: Yes last time we talked was when Australia decided to join the allied forces to Iraq I think…

Laws: Did we have a friend discussion on that occasion?

Roude: (Laughs) I was critical and I did not receive a good reception (Laughs).

Laws: Ok, let’s see how we go today. You think that the new laws will oppress the Muslim community; would you tell me why you believe that?

Roude: Look, we are dealing at the moment with the current laws, they are under review and it is fair to say that time should be given to review the laws that were passed three years ago, would they have not been dealt with, they have expired now and it is reasonable to suggest that we deal with them at first and then if there is a need for extra laws, then we will look into it.

Laws: But obviously the government thinks there is a need for extra laws.

Roude: Well the government obviously believes so and they have to listen to public opinion… you will recall.

Laws: Just hang on for a minute… I’m not sure they have to listen to public opinion, what do the public know about terrorism they could just be frightened by it, the government should be listening to professional opinion.

Roude: Indeed, also from a Prime Minister I have to remind you who is also an expert, or can be called a professional having experience as a (former) Prime Minister, Malcolm Fraser mentioned last week that the anti terrorism laws are condemned and are leading us to tyranny, in his speech that he made to the Jewish Board here in Sydney.

Laws: Yes, but non the less, if we need to make alternations to the anti terrorism laws and obviously the government that is now in power with greatest respect to Malcolm Fraser whom I like very much incidentally as a man, his thoughts are a little out of date by comparison to those who are hands on now in Canberra checking with ASIO and other bodies in relation to our anti terror laws. They must be tightened up and off course they do affect people of Islam because people of Islam, sadly are the ones that have been involved with these acts of terror.

Roude: Look we made our position John very clear, we issued a statement, press releases, and I mentioned in my speech yesterday, we are tired for regularly, continuously making statements condemning terrorism. Our position is clear as a mainstream Muslim organisation, obviously any society you will always find individuals who will go to the extreme and commit acts of violence, or acts of terror and the whole Muslim community should not be associated or any community for an act of an individual or a group. 

Law: Note put, but your not going to change human nature. 

Roude: Well, I mean human nature, if you go back to Adam and Eve until now history was full of terror committed by people who are different, who claim to be Christian, Jews or Muslims. The faith itself, the faith itself it is important for people to know, if you are a faithful person committed to your faith, killing any individual, creating an environment of terror is completely condemned, completely blasphemous and totally unacceptable. This is our position as Muslims. 

Laws: Why is it then perpetuated that anybody who is not of the Islamic faith is an infidel and anybody who does not believe in Islam should be beheaded. Its in the book.

Roude: John, if you bring me any evidence,… what sort of belief I belong to if that is the case?, I will declare that I am no longer a Muslim, if you can produce any evidence, weather in the Quran or the Prophets saying that is the case, and I am surprised people are using these terms to achieve their objectives and people believe them.      

Laws: Well, I can assure you they are. I read it in a very worthwhile magazine called the English Spectator and sadly because we’ve just moved offices I don’t know where a copy of that Spectator may be if anyone can hear me, would somebody try to find the spectator that I had and ill see if I can find it, if I can find it ill read it to you, but, what’s the point of not changing the laws of terrorism because we might offend a handful of Muslims, until the real thing comes along, I mean we might then find out we weren’t properly prepared for it.

Roude: Look John, not only Muslims are opposed to these laws. Many other organisations because these laws can be abused, and I believe these laws should be temporary until this situation is calmed down because…

Laws: I think that’s fair enough…

Roude: We are living in democracy…

Laws: But yes is democracy also entitles all the people in Australia to have the right to walk down the road without fear of being blown us under, so democracy, its all very well to talk about democracy and tolerance but there both two way streets aren’t they…

Roude: Sure

Laws: John can I tell you and you gotta believe me, Australian Muslims are really eager to get on with the business of living and participating like a worthwhile citizen, and having a sense of normality, I mean now we are seeking, really, the right to live in a freedom, and freedom from fear which Australian Muslims feel at the moment. We have a diverse Muslim community who came to Australia seeking a new life based on security, safety, freedom and the rights enshrined in the principals of democracy, so we feel, u know, we feel every individual has the right to live safely and protected so the laws of the country in which we live must ensure that the new laws do not act to further curtail and diminish individual rights and freedom of speech…(interrupted)

Laws: Okay, I agree with all of that, I agree absolutely with all of that but now you questioned what I said, let me read this to you. School children in Saudi Arabic apparently are being taught to despise Christianity, and Judiasm, a new school book in the Kingdoms curriculum tells all six year olds that all religions other than Islam are false. There’s a note their for teachers that says they should ensure to explain this point, in Eqypt the school book studies in theology traditions and morals explains a particularly noble bitter for Quran is encouraging the faithful to perform Jihad in gods name to behead the infidels, take them prisoner, break their power all in a style which contains the highest examples of urging to fight. Now im reading that and it says in the Quran. Are you now no longer a Muslim?

Roude: Look, if that is correct,…. I will certainly investigate. I visited Saudi Arabia last year and I’ve noticed dramatic changes in all their policies, including education. Weather that existed in the past or not, I honestly don’t know, but all I am telling you is that, I can give you evidence…(interrupted)

Laws: Well I just gave you evidence…

Roude: I accept that, I accept that. Weather that is accurate or not, I really don’t know.

Laws: Okay. But let me put something else to you; this is from the same article. It says here take Doctor Al Quaradawi, the controversial Egyptian Imam who recently formed over the Mayor of London even though he promotes the execution of homosexuals, the right of men to indulge in domestic violence, and to murder innocent Jews. During the Bruharhar it went unnoticed that he also wants to conquer Europe. Don’t take my word for it, it says the writer but listen to him on the popular Al Jazeera TV show. 

Roude: Al Jazeera.

Laws: Al Jazeera. Islam will return to Europe, the conquest need not necessarily be by the sword, perhaps we will conquer these lands without armies. We want an army of preachers and teachers who will present Islam in all languages, in all dialects. Europe will see that it suffers from a manifest materialist culture and so it goes… Now these are very strong words, these are words that frighten people.

Roude: It does frighten people indeed and I fully accept what your saying if that is the case, but you got to understand that there are so many schools of thoughts and interpretations… Can I give you evidence from the Quran which is our holy book and which we regard as a word of god right. We can have another interview and we can discuss these matters because it is important for your listeners to understand facts. 

Laws: But look, lets get back to the interview because im going to run out of time, I am sure you have more to do then sit here…

Roude: I’ll be happy to do it because this is an important question. If people believe what you presented to them and your reading it, its not your own creation and I accept that, then my duty then is to correct the picture, not to make people accept Islam but state facts. I am not here to paint a good picture so people can say well that sounds nice. I have a moral religious obligation to tell you exactly what my faith is based on and we can have another interview to highlight these issues.

Laws: Okay well what ill do with this. Is I shall Photostat the piece out of the magazine I am reading and I shall mail it to you, fax it to you so you can have a look at it. 

Roude: Sure, indeed.

Laws: But just back to your concerns that the Muslim community may be targeted, if they are, you must understand – mustn’t you?

Roude: Well if any person is found to be involved and if the authorities have any information that this person is directly or indirectly involved in an act, or is intending to commit an act of terrorism, then by all means let the authorities deal with it and deal with it swiftly and without any delay.

Laws: But do we often hear of Muslim people like yourself naming others that they suspect may be troublesome.

Roude: John can I remind you that my sister was on national TV two weeks ago and I think it will be repeated again tonight on channel nine when she agreed to dob in her own children for Australia’s security, and I hope that you will see that program tonight. 

Laws: Thanks for making a point of it, that’s good, that’s the kind of thing we would like to hear. And when any people of your faith do that, it should be made public so we, the rest of us, the Christians in the community can say well at least their prepared to go at least that far, at least their prepared to admit that there are problems that need to be sorted out, that’s all we want to know.

Roude: My sister is committed and she believes in what shes saying and I hope you will watch the program tonight. 

Laws: Okay and I hope that you and I get to have another conversation fairly soon.

Roude: My pleasure.

Laws: Nice to talk to you Mr. Ali Roude.

Roude: Thank you, pronounced correctly.

Laws: Yeah, got it right that time. Okay goodbye and thank you.

END

