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Israel's militarism will be its downfall

SYDNEY 05 April 2002: The Chairman of the Islamic Council today said that world condemnation of Israelis invasion of Palestine is simply not working.

“The international community is shocked and sickened by the savagery and barbarism of the Israeli Defense Force and is outraged to see Ariel Sharon, presently on trial in courts in Belgium for war crimes committed in Lebanon in 1982, been given the green light to pursue unspeakable acts of savagery on the dispossessed Palestinian people", Mr Roude said.

Mr Roude went on to say that we are disturbed by the deafening silence of human rights groups to condemn Ariel Sharon’s visible and well-documented violations of international human rights and all United Nations conventions governing armed conflict. War crimes are once again being committed against the Palestinian people.

The total failure of the US to stop Ariel Sharon's brutal invasion of Palestine absolutely diminishes its capacity to act as an honest broker for peace. It is time for the European Union, the United Nations and the international community to step in and protect the Palestinian people and to work with all parties to end this decades long conflict.
 
Mr. Roude called on the Muslim and Arabic communities in New South Wales to join the international community in condemning Israel and its hell-bent policies to exterminate the Palestinian people. "Israel is pursuing apartheid and racist policies killing innocent civilians for the mere fact they are of Palestinian origins.  Exercising this military might is destroying any good will left for peace in the area", Mr. Roude said.

“We urge the Arab and Muslim leaders of the world to sever their ties with Israel; to call for an international boycott of Israeli products and Israeli businesses; to send a clear message to the Bush administration to rein in Ariel Sharon before more lives are lost and before there is total deviation of Palestinian towns and cities; and we call on all Arab and Muslim communities to provide all humanitarian means of support for the Palestinian people.

“We call on the Jewish communities here in Australia, as well as elsewhere, to reject the apartheid state that Ariel Sharon is seeking to impose by violent means in Palestine and we call on all peoples to work toward a solution of lasting peace for all parties in the Middle East.

“We seek a principled stand from our Australian government to join the UK, the EU, Canada and other countries in their condemnation of Israel’s invasion of Palestine and seek an immediate cease-fire, to assist with an international peace keeping force and provide immediate humanitarian assistance to the Palestinians people.
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