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MEDIA RELEASE

Australian Muslims Denounce Massacre in Qana
Mr Kemal Ismen, Chairman of the Islamic Council of New South Wales (ICNSW), 
today issued the following statement:

“Our Council and its members share the disgust and the horror shared by all people of goodwill at yesterday’s massacre in the Lebanese village of Qana.

At least 51 unarmed and innocent people are confirmed dead, with many more severely wounded or still missing.  The first wave of bombardment by the Israeli Air Force occurred shortly after 1am.  The pitch black cover of night, the panicked chaos of trapped and fleeing civilians and the engulfing clouds of smoke and debris made early attempts at rescue of any survivors nearly impossible.

The pyjama-clad bodies of children are being dug out of collapsed underground shelters by their mothers and aid workers as we speak. At least 63 people were hiding in a single shelter which was crushed beneath a multi-story building as a direct result of the bombardment.
We call on the Israeli Defence Forces, their allies, the US and any other parties to this conflict, be they direct or indirect, to call and to observe an immediate ceasefire.

No nation can continue such destruction against any people and claim to be civilised.  The children of Ibrahim - Jews, Muslims and Christians alike - must join and rise up, denouncing this bloodshed.

This holocaust occurred on the 19th day of Israel’s current assault on Lebanon.  It occurred in Qana, which was the site of another Israeli bombing killing 105 civilians sheltering at a UN base in 1996.  This village and its peoples have endured hell on earth twice.  They deserve peace and stability, neither of which they can achieve under the current assaults.

ENDS. 31 July 2006.  (For immediate release)
For further information – please contact Ali Roude on 0414 244 442 (Mb).

